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6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 
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DETAILED ACTION 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 

David Heid on 04/02/04. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

Claims 1, 2, 1 1 and 22 have been amended according to the changes shown in attached 
appendix A. 

Remarks 

2. The Examiner notes that the changes to claims 1 , 2, 1 1 and 22 are to clarify and provide 
better flow of the claim language. The changes are not in response to a prior art or 1 12 rejection. 



examiner should be directed to Christopher M Swickhamer whose telephone number is (703) 
306.4820. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30 M-F. 



Conclusion 



3. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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Art Unit: 2662 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hassan Kizou can be reached on (703) 305-4744. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
maybe obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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1, (Currently Amended) A method for establishing control signaling between nodes 
connected to the same communication link, said link carrying a bitstream thai is divided into 
frames, each frame in turn being divided into time slots, said time s lot be slots being 
allocatable to form circuit-switched channels, said method comprising the steps of: 

all nodes connected to said link using, at link siart-up t the same predefined 
time slot or set of time slots in each frame of said frames to receive control signaling 
messages from and transmit control signaling messages to nodes connected to said 
link; 

said nodes establishing, using control signaling via said predefined time slot or 
set of time slots, respective control channels, defined by respective lime slots or sets of 
time slots in said frames, reserved for transmission of control signaling messages from 
respective ones of said nodes; 

each respective one of said nodes using, when having been reserved such a 
respective control channel, its respective control channel for sending control signaling 
messages to other nodes connected to said link, the other nodes on the link accessing 
this respective control channel only for receiving control signaling messages, 

2. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1, said step of said nodes 
establishing respective control channels to be used for transmission of control signaling 
messages from respective ones of said nodes comprising said nodes first determining, using 
control signaling via said predefined time slot or set of time slots, which nodes that shall have 
reserved write access to which time slots of said frame, each respective node then selecting its 
respective time slot or set of time slots, to be used as ife Us control channel, from the time 
slots that it has so been determined to have reserved write access to and informing, using 
control signaling via said predefined time slot or set of time slots, other nodes of the definition 
of said respective time slot or set of time slots to be used as the node's control channel for it's 
transmission of control signaling messages. 
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11. (Currently Amended) A method for establishing control signaling between nodes 
connected to the same communication link, said link carrying a bitstream thai is divided into 
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frames, each frame in turn being divided into time slots, said time r . lot be slots being 
allocatable to define circuit-switched channels, said method being performed by a subject 
node of said nodes and comprising the steps of: 

using, at link start-up, a predefined time slot or set of lime slots in each frame 
of said frames to receive control signaling messages from and to transmit control 
signaling messages to other nodes connected to said link, said predefined time slot or 
set of time slots being the same for all nodes connected to said link; 

establishing, using control signaling via said predefined time .slot or set of time 
slots, a control channel defined by another time slot or set of time slots in said frames 
to be used exclusively by the subject node for transmission of control signaling 
messages to other nodes connected to said link; and, having done so, 

using said control channel to transmit control signaling messages to other 
nodes connected to said link. 
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22. (Currently Amended) A method for establishing control signaling between nodes 
connected to the same communication link, said link carrying a bitstream that is divided into 
frames, each frame in turn being divided into time slots, said rime rioi bo s l ots being 
allocatable to define circuit-switched channels, said method comprising the steps of: 

at link start-up said nodes using at link start up predefined point-to-point 
Channels to interconnect neighbor nodes on said link , said predefined poinUto-point 
channels all being defined by the same predefined time slot or set of time slots in each 
frame of said frames each int e rconnecting neighbor nod es on s aid link and all together 
forming a packet switched control signaling channel for control signaling; 

said nodes establishing using control signaling via said packet switched control 
signaling channel to establish respective circuit switched point-to-multipoint control 
signaling channels defined by respective tune slots or set of time slots on said frames 
to be used for transmission of control signaling messages from respective exclusive 
ones of said nodes, 
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